Session Two and Three:  Introduction to Community Mobilization 

Objectives:

By the end of this session, participants will have:. . .


--
Reached a consensus on the meaning of “participation”


--
Defined Community Mobilization (CM) and the word “community”


--
Discussed the key concepts of Community Mobilization


--
Reviewed the Community Action Cycle

1. Visualizing Participation

Ask participants to divide into groups of three people.  Invite each group to draw a picture of their idea of “participation” using flip chart paper and markers.  When all the groups have finished, have each group present its picture and decide where their idea of participation would fall on the participatory continuum (provide handout).

2. Community Mobilization:  Definition and Key Concepts

Ask participants to brainstorm about the definition of Community Mobilization, based on what they learned in the first activity.  Write suggestions on a flip chart and also refer participants to the definition in their handouts.  Have participants reach a consensus on a definition that they would like to use during this course.


Explain the difference between focussed and unfocussed CM, and ask participants to brainstorm about the advantages and disadvantages of each.  Next, tell participants that there are two key players in CM:  the community and the CM Team.  Ask participants to brainstorm about the definition of “community” and help them to reach a consensus.


3. Introductory Video

Show participants a brief video (30 minutes) to provide an introduction to the basic concepts of CM.  After the film, ask the participants to share some of their thoughts on what they’ve seen and relate it to our plans for the week.

